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D EUKAL  DISTEICT,  1911. 

In  the  Administrative  County  of  West  Suffolk. 


Annual  il^p0rt  af  the  ^05tcal  ©ffiar  of  #^altl) 

On  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Cosford  Rural  District  of  the  Cosford  Union, 
during  the  twelve  months  ending  the  31st  December,  1911. 

(Seventeenth  Annual  Report  to  the  Cosford  District  Council.) 


Population  (1901)  11618,  (1911)  11808,  (Males  6035,  Females  5773). 

Area  48572  acres.  Number  of  Persons  per  acre.,  0.2. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  2814.  Number  of  Persons  per  Inhabited  House,  4.1. 


I.  Births.  There  were  269  births  registered  during  the  year  (132  males  and  137  females),  making  a 
birth-rate  of  22.7  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  births  and  birth-rates  for  the  past  five  years  were 
as  follows : — 

igoy.  1908.  1909.  1910.  1911. 


Births 267  273  277  263  269 

Birth-rates 22.9  23.4  23.8  22.6  22.7 


II.  Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  was  ISl  (80  males  and  71  females), 
making  a death-rate  of  12.7  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  deaths  and  death-rates  during  the 
past  five  years  were  : — 


1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1911. 

Deaths  

. 183 

152 

154 

144 

Nett  deaths  ... 

153 

Death-rates  . . 

• 157 

13.0 

13.2 

12.3 

12.7 

„ death-rate 

I3-I 

Infantile  Mortality.  There  were  twenty  deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  making  a 
rate  of  74.3  per  thousand  on  the  registered  births.  Nine  of  these  were  due  to  premature  birth,  and  three 
to  whooping  cough.  The  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  births  in  the  last  five  years  was : — 

1907.  1908.  igog.  1910.  1911. 

108.6  69.5  68.5  79.8  74.3 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  (1907)  has  not  been  adopted  in  the  district. 

Zymotic  Diseases.  There  were  seven  deaths  during  the  year  from  zymotic  diseases.  They  were — 
whooping  cough  6,  epidemic  influenza  i.  The  zymotic  deaths  and  death-rates  during  the  past  five 
years,  were  as  follows  : — 


Small 

Scarlet  Diphtheria.  Puerperal 

Diarrhoea.  Typhoid 

Measles. 

Whooping  Epidemic  Erysipelas. 

Totals.  Death- 

pox. 

Fever. 

Fever. 

Dysentery.  Fever. 

Cough.  Influenza. 

rates. 

1907  — 

■ — 

— — 

— I 

I 

6 4 

I 

13  I.I 

1908  — 

— 

2 — 

— — 

I 

— 2 

— 

5 4 

1909  — 

' — 

2 — 

— — 

— 

I — 

— 

3 -2 

1910  — 

— 

3 — 

— — 

— 

7 3 

— 

13  I.I 

igii  — 

— 



— — 

— 

6 I 

— 

7 -6 

Deaths  from  all  other  causes  were 

144,  or  12.1  per 

thousand  of  the  population. 

The  deaths  in  this 

district  caused  by  the  principal  diseases,  and  death-rates  during  the  past  five  years 

were : — 

Bronchitis. 

Phthisis. 

Pleurisy. 

Heart  Disease. 

Injury. 

Other  Diseases. 

Totals. 

Death- 

Pneumonia. 

rates. 

1907  .. 

14 

21 

25 

4 

106 

170 

14.6 

1908  .. 

6 

15 

18 

2 

106 

147 

12.6 

1909  .. 

• II 

21 

20 

7 

92 

I5I 

12.9 

igio  .. 

5 

16 

14 

5 

91 

I3I 

II. 2 

1911  .. 

13 

II 

15 

2 

103 

144 

12. 1 

III.  The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act.  The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  in  this  district  during  igii  was  11,  or  0.9  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  cases  notified 
during  the  past  five  years  were  : — 


Smallpox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Continued 

Fever, 

Diphtheria. 

Memb. 

Croup. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Totals. 

Per  Thousand 
of  Population. 

1907  — 

13 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

3 

18 

1-5 

igo8  — 

7 

— 

3 

— 

I 

— 

2 

13 

I.I 

1909  — 

25 

— 

8 

— 

2 

— 

6 

41 

3-5 

1910  — 

I 

— 

9 

— 

2 

— 

— 

12 

I.O 

igii  — 

8 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

I 

II 
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Smallpox.  There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  eight  cases  notified,  five  at  Cockfield,  and  three  at  Polstead.  They  were 
all  amongst  children,  and  were  of  a mild  character.  The  outbreaks  were  quickly  got  under  control. 
It  was  thought  advisable  to  close  the  school  at  Cockfield  from  the  beginning  of  December  till  after  the 
Christmas  holidays.  Neither  at  Polstead  nor  at  Cockfield  was  there  a common  milk  supply.  With  the 
exception  of  one  girl  at  Cockfield,  all  the  children  were  at  or  under  school  age.  The  case  of  this  older 
girl  was  not  recognised  as  scarlet  fever  until  she  began  to  peel,  and  meanwhile  other  cases  had  occurred, 
and  been  notified,  in  the  same  family.  It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  at  Polstead,  but 
there  had  been  several  cases  of  sore  throats,  accompanied  by  vomiting,  amongst  the  children  attending 
school. 


Diphtheria.  There  was  only  one  case  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the  year  at  Kersey.  The  case 
was  a child,  aged  four,  one  of  a family  of  seven,  living  in  overcrowded  and  insanitary  conditions ; there 
being  only  one  medium-sized  bedroom.  There  was  a foul  gutter  just  outside  the  back  door,  and  the 
house  and  yard  were  in  a dirty  state.  The  child  and  other  members  of  the  family  were  treated  with 
anti-toxin,  supplied  by  the  District  Council. 

Typhoid  Fever.  There  was  one  case,  at  Polstead.  This  was  a school-mistress  at  home  for  her 
Easter  holiday,  and  the  disease  was  undoubtedly  contracted  outside  the  district. 

Puerperal  Fever.  None. 

Erysipelas.  There  was  one  case  at  Groton. 

Tuberculosis.  There  were  sixteen  deaths  from  tuberculosis  (thirteen  pulmonary).  No  cases  were 
notified  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulation,  1908.  There  is  no  sanatorium  or  hospital 
accommodation  in  the  district  for  phthisis,  and  no  shelters  have  been  provided. 

Anthrax.  None. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  Cockfield  and  Lavenham  in  February  and  March.  There  were  six 
deaths,  four  at  Cockfield,  and  two  at  Lavenham. 

Mumps.  The  schools  were  closed  at  Bildestone  in  January  and  Polstead  in  April,  on  account  of  an 
outbreak  of  mumps. 

Plague.  As  a precautionary  measure  against  plague,  steps  were  taken  by  the  District  Council  for 
the  destruction  of  rats  in  the  district.  The  Council  paid  id.  per  tail  for  all  rats  destroyed  between  the 
14th  November,  1910,  to  the  31st  January,  1911.  The  number  of  rats  destroyed  during  that  period  was 
29,645  at  a full  cost  of  £"138  12s.  4^d.  including  incidental  expenses.  A second  campaign  was  inaugurated 
on  the  13th  November,  1911,  to  be  continued  up  to  the  31st  March,  1912.  No  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  isolation  and  special  treatment  of  suspected  cases  of  plague  in  human  beings.  Two  rats  found 
dead,  one  at  Edwardstone  and  one  at  Aldham,  were  sent  up  to  Whitehall  for  examination,  and  pronounced 
free  of  infection. 

IV.  Water  Supply.  There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  water  supply  during  the  past  year.  In 
my  last  year’s  report  I mentioned  that  there  had  been  considerable  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  supply 
at  Hitcham,  owing  to  a leak  in  the  rising  main  of  the  pump,  and  that  attempts  to  draw  up  the  rising 
main  had  failed.  A further  attempt  has,  however,  been  successful,  so  that  the  necessity  for  boring  afresh 
is  avoided.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  a new  wind-driven  pump  as  far  away  from  the  road  as  is  practicable 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  £^^5,  and  an  application  for  a loan  has  been  made  to  the  L.G.B.  Meanwhile 
the  supply  during  the  year  has  been  very  insufficient,  and,  in  the  dry  weather,  water  had  to  be  carted 
round  the  parish  for  a period  of  63  days.  Wattisham  and  Naughton  were  also  very  short  of  water  during 
the  summer,  and  had  to  be  supplied  by  water  cart.  The  pump  of  the  public  well  at  Whatfield  has  been 
put  in  repair.  I find  that  at  Elmsett  the  people  are  using  the  public  supply  much  more  than  they  did  at 
first.  Many  of  the  cottagers  have  adopted  a simple  but  efficient  filter,  consisting  of  a common  flower 
pot,  with  a piece  of  sponge  in  the  hole  at  the  bottom,  and  above  that  a layer  of  gravel  and  stones.  The 
water  from  the  well  is  left  in  an  open  vessel  for  a few  hours,  when  it  becomes  turbid.  It  is  then  passed 
through  the  filter,  when  it  becomes  clear  and  palatable  drinking  water.  It  is  necessary  about  once  a 
week  or  ten  days  to  wash  or  renew  the  stones  in  the  filter.  The  following  villages  are  almost  entirely 
dependent  on  ponds  for  their  water  supply : — Aldham,  Brettenham,  Kettlebaston,  Milden,  Naughton, 
Nedging,  Thorpe  Morieux,  Preston,  and  Wattisham.  Those  villages  possessing  public  wells  are : — 
Cockfield,  Elmsett,  Groton,  Hitcham,  Lindsey,  Lavenham,  Monks  Eleigh,  Polstead,  and  Whatfield. 

Water  Analysis.  There  were  seventeen  samples  of  drinking  water  analysed  during  the  year,  and 
eight  were  found  to  be  unsatisffictory. 

V.  Sewerage.  No  new  sewers  have  been  constructed  during  the  year.  There  are  no  public  sewers 
except  in  the  three  villages  of  Boxford,  Bildestone,  and  Lavenham,  and  these  all  discharge  into  the 
neighbouring  streams.  There  has  been  a still  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  cesspits  in  the  district. 
New  pail  closets  have  been  built,  or  old  closets  converted  into  pail  closets,  to  the  number  of  fifteen. 
Public  scavenging  is  undertaken  only  at  Lavenham.  It  would  be  a good  thing  if  the  system  could  be 
extended  to  some  of  the  other  large  villages  in  the  district. 

VI.  Houses  and  Cottages.  Seventeen  cottages  have  been  repaired  and  cleaned,  in  addition  to  the 
work  that  has  been  done  under  the  “ Housing  and  Town-planning  Act  ” ; and  two  cases  of  overcrowding 
have  been  abated. 

Houses,  Town-planning  Act,  1909.  Mr.  Fairchild  has  been  appointed  as  Inspector  under  the  Act,  and 
has  commenced  to  make  an  inspection  of  all  houses  in  the  district  under  a rental  of  £8.  The  procedure 
has  been  for  the  Inspector  to  visit  all  the  houses  of  this  class  in  the  parish,  and  then  to  report  to  me  : 
when  I,  in  company  with  him,  have  visited  all  those  with  any  serious  defects.  So  far  the  parishes 
inspected  are  Aldham,  Elmsett,  Milden,  Naughton,  Nedging  and  Whatfield,  and  the  results  are  as  follows  : — 


Number  ot 
dwelling 
houses 
inspected. 

Number  of  dwelling 
bouses,  which  on  inspec- 
tion were  considered  to 
be  in  a state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

Number  of  representa- 
tions made  to  the  local 
authority  with  a view 
to  the  making  of 
closing  orders. 

Number  of 
closing  orders 
made. 

Number  of  dwelling 
houses,  the  defects  in 
which  were  remedied 
without  the  making  of 
closing  orders. 

Number  of  dwelling 
houses,  which  after  the 
making  of  closing  orders 
were  put  into  a fit  state 
for  human  habitation. 

General  character 
of  defects 
found  to  exist. 

297 

20 

13 

1* 

10 

None 

* House  is  now  unin- 
habited and  used  as 
a barn. 

Sealed  windows  in 
living  & bedrooms. 

Rooms  without 
windows. 

Badly  lighted,  badly 
ventilated,  and 
small  bedrooms. 

Unsatislactory  water 
supply. 

Houses  too  small  to 
accommodate  a 
family. 

No  fewer  than  39  houses  were  found  to  have  less  than  three  rooms.  These  houses  are  quite  unfit  to 
accommodate  a married  couple  with  a family ; the  consequence  being  that  there  were  and  are  several 
cases  of  overcrowding  with  which  it  is  impossible  to  deal,  because  there  are  no  suitable  houses  available. 
In  some  cases  these  houses  can  be  made  suitable  for  a family  by  converting  two  into  one,  or  by  adding 
on.  As,  however,  this  would  diminish  the  number  of  houses,  and  as  in  four  of  the  six  parishes  there  is 


TABLE  I.— Cosford  Rural  District. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1911  and 
previous  years. 


! 

Year. 

1 

Population  estimated 
^ to  middle 

of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  deaths 

registered  in 
the  district. 

Transferable 

deaths. 

Nett  deaths  belonging 
to  the  district. 

Uncorrected 
“ number. 

<U 

4 

cn  Number. 

a>  Rate. 

Ofnon-residents 
^ registered  in 
the  district. 

Ofrejidents  not 
00  registered  in 
the  district. 

Under  1 
year  of  age. 

At  aU 
ages. 

Num- 

her. 

O 

o ^ 

■c3  rH  <U 

HH  o ^ 

Oh 

10 

11 

6 

"rt 

12 

1906 

11618 

284 

24.4 

171 

14.7 

27 

95.0 

171 

14.7 

1907 

267 

22.9 

183 

15.7 

... 

29 

188.6 

183 

15.7 

1908 

273 

23.4 

152 

13.0 

19 

69.6 

152 

13.0 

1909 

277 

24.6 

154 

13.2 

19 

68.6 

154 

13.2 

1910 

263 

22.6 

144 

12.3 

21 

79.8 

144 

12.3 

I 1911 

11808 

269 

22.7 

151 

12.7 

3 

6 

20 

74.3 

163 

12.9 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  48672 
At  Census  of  1911 : — 

Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  ...  11808 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  2814 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  ...  4.1 


TABLE  II.-  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
during  the  year  igii. 


Cases  notified  in 

Whole  District. 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 
ages. 

At  ages — Years 

Under 

1. 

1 to  6. 

5 to  15 

16  to 
25 

25  to 
45. 

45  to 
65. 

65  and 
upw’ds 

Small-pox  ... 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including 

... 

... 

membranous  croup) 

1 

1 

... 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

... 

1 

.Scarlet  Fever 

8 

3 

5 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

i 

1 

Relapsing  Fever  ... 

Continued  F ever  . . . 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

■ ... 

Plague 

Totals 

11 

■'  - - 

4 

5 

1 

1 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ...  NONE. 


TABLE  III.— Cosford  Rural  District. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  igii. 


TABLE  IV. — Cosford  Rural  District. 


Nett  Deaths  at 

the  subjoined  ages 

of 

“Residents”  whether  occuring  within  or 

a;  O ^ n 

S 3 T 

without  the  District. 

ij 

Cause  of  Death. 

AU  ages. 

Under  1 
year. 

1 & under 

2 years. 

2 Sc  under 
6 years. 

5 & under 
15  years.  | 

16  & under 
25  years. 

25  & under 
45  years. 

45  & under 
65  years. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Total  D( 
whether  of 
dents”  or 
Resident 
Institutic 
the  Dist 

1 „ ( Certified 

147 

20 

3 

2 

1 

8 

15 

24 

74 

9 

All  Clauses  | uncertified 

8 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Eni^'-ric  Fever 

Sm:j.ll-pox  

Meiisles  

Sca.flet  Fever 

Whboping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 

6 

3 

2 

1 

InfluvUiza  

i 

1 

Erysipelas  

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosisl 
Tuberctious  Meningitis 

14 

1 

3 

5 

5 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer  malignant  disease 

12 

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis 

Broncho-Pneumonia. . . 
Pneumonia  (all  other 

6 

1 

... 

1 

4 

forms) 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

piratory  organs 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

2 

2 

Appendicitis  & Typhlitis 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  ... 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

1 

1 

disease 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and 

diseases  of  Pregnancy 
and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  & 

1 

1 

Malformation, includ- 
ing Premature  Birth 

9 

9 

Violent  Deaths, exclud- 

ing  Suicide... 

1 

1 

Suicides  

1 

1 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or 

15 

... 

1 

3 

11 

unknown  

72 

4 

... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

10 

51 

6 

All  causes 

155 

20 

3 

3 

2 

8 

15 

27 

77 

9 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  year  1911. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 
One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

j 2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under  1 
.Month. 

1-3  Months.  II 

n 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 
under  1 year. 

All  causes : 

1 Certified  ...  

(Uncertified 

5 

1 

2 

1 

9 

4 

1 

4 

... 

2 

20 

/Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

1 Measles  

1 Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  

Whooping  Cough 

1 Diarrhoea 

(Enteritis  ... 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

1 Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

1 Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
; Congenital  Malformations 
) Premaiure  Birth  ... 

1 Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

Atelectasis  ...  

Injury  at  Birth 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis  

Rickets  ...  ...  

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  ... 

Convulsions  . . 

Gastritis 

Laryngitis . . 

Bronchitis... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

Other  causes 

5 

1 

2 

1 

9 

2 

i 

i' 

i 

1 

1 

2 

i 

1 

3 

2 

1 

9 

i 

i 

5 

1 

2 ! 1 

1 

9 

4 

1 

4 

2 

20 

} ...  269 


already  a dearth  of  houses,  this,  clearly,  could  not  be  done  until  some  new  cottages  are  built.  I would 
not  advocate  the  sweeping  away  of  all  these  small  cottages,  as  they  are  very  suitable  for  a single  person, 
or  an  old  couple  requiring  a small  home  with  a low  rental.  Since  the  Old  Age  Pensions  Act  has  come 
into  force,  this  class  of  house  will  supply  a want.  The  parishes  of  Elmsett,  Milden,  Naughton,  and 
Whatfield,  require  more  and  better  housing  accommodation.  Sixty  notices  have  been  served  on  owners 
to  put  houses  in  repair,  but  the  time  given  has  not  yet  expired.  One  great  difficulty  that  the  Council 
has  to  contend  with  in  getting  houses  put  into  habitable  repair,  is  that  the  only  way  in  which  they  can 
bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  owner  is  by  a closing  order — as  the  population  is  not  a shifting  one,  so  that 
most  of  the  tenancies  commenced  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act.  Until  there  is  further  accommodation 
provided,  a closing  order  will  only  entail  hardship  on  the  tenants.  The  Council  is  quite  alive  to  the 
necessity,  and  desirous  of  building  cottages.  Steps  have  been  taken  for  the  erection  of  six  cottages  at 
Whatfield,  in  groups  of  two.  The  site  has  been  selected,  and  terms  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  agreed 
upon.  Plans  have  been  accepted,  the  estimated  cost  to  be  £"300  a pair,  exclusive  of  the  value  of  the  land. 
Each  house  will  stand  on  the  sixth  of  an  acre.  It  is  expected  that  the  experience  gained  in  the  erection 
of  these  cottages  will  be  of  use  in  carrying  out  a similar  work  in  other  parishes.  The  want  at  Milden  is 
being  supplied  by  the  building  of  the  necessary  cottages  by  the  principal  landowner. 

VII.  Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  All  the  factories  and  workshops,  including  eighteen  bake- 
houses, were  inspected  during  the  year.  Notices  were  served  for  the  cleansing  of  four  workshops.  The 
bakehouses  are  all  above  ground.  The  premises  of  seventy-six  outworkers  were  inspected,  ten  being 
engaged  in  tailoring,  and  the  rest  in  horse-hair  weaving.  Three  of  the  latter  were  found  to  be  working 
in  insanitary  conditions,  and  notice  was  given  to  the  owners  of  the  looms  to  remove  them.  Section  22 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  i8go,  has  not  been  adopted  in  the  District. 

VIII.  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order.  There 
were  three  fresh  dairies  registered  during  the  year  : — one  at  Bildestone,  one  at  Brent  Eleigh,  and  one  at 
Hitcham.  The  one  at  Bildestone  has  since  been  given  up.  There  are  now  fifteen  dairies  in  the  district. 
All  of  these  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and  found  satisfactory.  One  application  to  be  put  on 
the  register  was  not  granted  until  some  necessary  alterations  had  been  carried  out.  With  the  exception 
of  three  the  milk  is  all  consumed  locally.  The  cows  are  habitually  grazed  on  grass  land.  There  is 
still  a difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  milk  in  many  of  the  parishes.  There  are  no  milkshops  in  the  district. 

IX.  Slaughter  Houses.  All  were  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

X.  Isolation  Hospital.  None. 

XI.  Schools.  All  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  were  inspected  during  the  year.  New  outdoor 
offices  were  erected  at  Boxford.  The  Medical  Inspection  of  School-children  is  carried  out  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  for  the  County.  On  the  occurrence  of  a case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  in  a house 
where  there  are  children  of  school  age,  the  Head  Teacher  of  the  school,  and  also  the  County  School 
Medical  Officer  are  at  once  informed  of  the  fact,  and  all  children  from  the  infected  house  are  excluded 
from  the  school.  Children  suspected  by  the  teacher  of  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  are  excluded 
by  him,  and  notice  is  sent  (by  him)  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Any  children  who  have  been 
excluded  from  the  school  on  account  of  ring-worm,  impetigo,  or  scabies,  are  not  re-admitted  without 
a medical  certificate  that  the  disease  is  cured. 

XII.  Sanitary  Inspection.  Mr.  Scrivener,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  reports  : — -The  usual  house- 
to-house  inspection  of  the  district  was  made  during  the  year,  the  number  of  statutory  notices  served  being 
157,  and  the  number  abated  165.  Some  of  the  notices  served  covered  more  than  one  nuisance.  The 
following  is  a list  of  the  nuisances  abated  : — 

Privies  and  cesspools  repaired  and  new  sanitary  pails  provided  ...  ...  ...  42 

Ashpits  and  cesspools  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains  and  sinks  made,  repaired  and  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ditches  and  bumby  holes  cleaned  out  and  altered  and  yards  cleaned  up  ...  ...  14 

Privies  converted  into  pail  closets  and  new  pail  closets  built  ...  ...  ...  15 

Pig  styes  and  ashpits  cleaned  out  and  refuse  heaps  removed  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Privy  cesspools  emptied  and  pails  in  cleaner  state  ...  ..  ...  ...  24 

New  privies  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cottages  repaired  and  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Ponds  cleaned  out,  wells  made,  pumps  repaired,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Workshops  cleaned...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Eleven  registered  notices  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  were  sent  during  the  year.  The  others 
were  ordinary  notices.  Six  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year.  Urban  powers  were  obtained  by 
the  Council  for  the  parish  of  Monks  Eleigh,  to  enable  them  to  deal  with  a nuisance  arising  from  the 
boiling  down  of  dead  animals. 

XIII.  Special  Reports.  None. 

The  tabular  statements  of  sickness  and  mortality  in  the  district,  according  to  the  forms  supplied  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  are  appended  to  this  Report. 


ALFRED  THOMPSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


